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Current Position

20 STARTING ERRORS; PENALTY TURNS; MOVING ASTERN

A boat sailing towards the pre-start side of the starting line or its extensions after her
starting signal to comply with rule 29.1 or 30.1 shall keep clear of a boat not doing so
until she is completely on the pre-start side. A boat making a penalty turn shall keep
clear of one that is not. A boat moving astern by backing a sail shall keep clear of
one that is not.

Proposal

Delete the current rule 20 (including its title) and replace it with the following:

20 FURTHER OBLIGATIONS TO KEEP CLEAR

A boat to which a clause of this rule applies shall keep clear of a boat to
which any later clause of this rule applies:

(a) a boat making a penalty turn.

(b) A boat sailing towards the pre-start side of the starting line or its
extensions after her starting signal to comply with rule 29.1 or 30.1,
until she is completely on the pre-start side.

(c) a boat moving astern by backing a sail.

(d) a boat to which rule 20 (a), (b) or (c) does not apply.

Reason

At present, when two boats meet while is is subject to a different part of rule 20 – for
instance, a boat returning to start meets a boat doing turns – each is required to keep
clear of the other. This is contrary to the general policy of the racing rules, namely to
identify in any particular situation a right-of-way boat and a keep-clear boat, which is
founded on the need for safety through certainty.  Rule 16 cannot apply between
them, since neither has right of way, and the only rule that applies is the first
sentence of rule 14.

The proposal creates a hierarchy within rule 20, for certaintly, and so that rule 16 and
all rule 14 can apply between boats to which different parts of rule 20 applies




